
In January the weather in the Santa Barbara County is beautiful.  How-
ever, the month of January is just the beginning of our historical high-

volume rainy months that are quickly approaching.  Because of our Medi-

terranean type climate many can get lulled into a sense of complacency 
and forget to be prepared. 
 
One way to be prepared for flooding is to know where you live. Are you near a watershed , 
creek or shoreline? There are several actions residents of flood prone areas can take to de-
crease the potential of damage or injury: 

 Know the flood warning procedures and evacuate the flood hazard area when advised 

to do so. 

 Do not attempt to walk through a flooded area. 

 Keep children away from flood waters, creeks, ditches, culverts, and storm drains. 

 Do not drive through a flooded area or around road barriers; the road may be washed 

out. 

 If your vehicle stalls in high water, abandon it immediately and seek higher ground. 

 Don't use appliances or motors that have gotten wet unless they have been taken 

apart, cleaned, and dried. 

 Be alert for gas leaks. Use a flashlight to inspect for damage. Don't smoke or use can-

dles, lanterns, or open flames unless you know the gas has been turned off and the 

area has been ventilated. 

 Use a generator or other gasoline-powered machine outdoors only; they can produce 

dangerous levels of Carbon Monoxide (CO). 

 Don’t forget to check your flood insurance; or if you don’t have any get it now be-

cause it takes 30 days to become active.  

 

For more information and tips on preparedness go to www.Ready.Gov.   
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Santa Barbara History –Salsipuedes Street 
Santa Barbara’s street names are a living witness of its rich heritage. Most reflect the names 

of political, religious and wealthy figures. But there are few that describe Santa Barbara’s 

geography, and gives us a look back in time. One of these is Salsipuedes Street. 

In 1844, Governor Manuel Micheltorena, granted close to 6,700 acres to Pedro Cordero in 

what is now Santa Barbara County. The place was named “Rancho Cañada de Salsipuedes”, 

the Ranch of the Canyon of Get-out-if-you-can, a clear reference to the area’s entangled and 

narrow trails and canyons. Salsipuedes Street, under rainy conditions, was an adobe swampy 

terrain, difficult to traverse, even a hundred years ago. Today, the area still has a high risk 

for flooding and has in fact flooded in recent history. 

So, if you live or work in the vicinity of Salsipuedes, remember: Be prepared and practice 

your evacuation plan! And if the authorities say the word, Get-out-if-you-can!!! 

Source: UC Santa Barbara, Department of Geography 

Do you have some Santa Barbara history you want to share?  Maybe you have some interesting family history you want 

to share or maybe you have a question about something.  We want to hear it!  Send us your stories of, or questions 

about, Santa Barbara history to PRomero@SantaBarbaraCa.gov 

Get Ready, Santa Barbara! 
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Upcoming Issues  

FEBRUARY 
Wind Storms 

MARCH 
Tsunamis 

APRIL 
Earthquakes 

MAY 
Fire Season 

JUNE 
Pests 

Photo from http://sb.city2.org  

http://www.ready.gov/
http://www.geog.ucsb.edu/events/department-news/745/toponymy-what-s-in-a-name/
mailto:promero@santabarbaraca.gov


HISTORICAL FLOOD EVENTS 

Flooding is a major hazard in the 

County, with riverine flooding and 

flash flood events being historically 

the most damaging. The 1952 

floods on the South Coast de-

stroyed fifty homes along Mission 

Creek and caused large-scale 

evacuations, and eight of the four-

teen significant County floods be-

tween 1862 and 2005 received fed-

eral disaster declarations. Most 

damaging among these was flooding 

in 1995, which produced record 

flows on major channels in Goleta, 

the City of Santa Barbara, Monte-

cito, and Carpinteria; this flooding 

activity caused $50 million in dam-

ages. In 1998, many areas were re-

ported to receive over 600 percent 

of normal February rainfall. In 1995, 

1998 and 2005, transportation 

throughout the County was dis-

rupted through the closure of roads, 

train service, and the Santa Barbara 

Airport.  

FLOOD HAZARDS  

Although the severity and type of 

flood hazards can vary greatly 

based on variables such as topogra-

phy, soil type, depth of the water 

table, and microclimate, the County 

is subject to four major flood 

events:  

• High Flow Rates in Rivers, Creeks, 

and other Drainages  

• Pooling and Inundation  

• Storm Surge  

• Dam Failure  

In addition to these major flooding 

hazards, high levels of precipitation 

can compound other hazards such 

as liquefaction and high groundwa-

ter. These other secondary hazards 

are discussed in more detail in the 

Seismic Safety and Safety Element’s 

Geologic Hazards Section. 

Flood Glossary of Terms 

Flood—the filling with water of a 

normally dry area of land caused by 

an increased water level in a 

stream, river or drainage ditch or by 

the ponding of rainwater.  

Flood Watch—Flooding is possible 

within the watch area. Sometimes 

this is called a Flash Flood Warning 

or and Urban and Small Stream ad-

visory to indicate the possibility of 

rapidly rising water and flooding or 

high water on streets, underpasses 

and around storm drains. 

Flood Warning—Flooding has been 

reported or is imminent. Take the 

necessary precaution if you are in a 

flood prone area. 

Flash Flood—A flood that is caused 

by heavy or excessive rainfall in a 

short period of time, generally less 

than 6 hours.  

Informational Websites 

Santa Barbara County Real-Time 

Rainfall 

National Weather Service / Santa 

Barbara County 7 day forecast 

Santa Barbara City Flood-Watershed 

Response Guidelines (includes Wa-

tershed Maps) 

Floods 
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Santa Barbara County 

receives 18.2 inches of rain a 

year. However, in 2013 we 

only received approximately  

9 inches.  

 

Olive and Guiterrez St. 2009 

1998 Floods—SBCC to the Ocean 

http://longrange.sbcountyplanning.org/programs/genplanreformat/PDFdocs/Seismic.pdf
http://longrange.sbcountyplanning.org/programs/genplanreformat/PDFdocs/Seismic.pdf
http://santabarbara.onerain.com/home.php
http://santabarbara.onerain.com/home.php
http://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?CityName=Santa+Barbara&state=CA&site=LOX&lat=34.4194&lon=-119.707
http://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?CityName=Santa+Barbara&state=CA&site=LOX&lat=34.4194&lon=-119.707
http://civicaweb.santabarbaraca.gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37856
http://civicaweb.santabarbaraca.gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=37856


Welcome to the New Year and more opportunities 

to explore our procrastination quotient. Whether 

collective or individual, we know what that means: 

motivation divided by attention span, nattering 

details, tomorrow. What comes of all this? If you 

answered ―tomorrow,‖ you are correct. This year 

even more opportunities for Community Emer-

gency Response Teams abound. 

We can do it. We can prepare. In CERT there is a 

role for everyone. Bad knees? No problem! Access 

problems? Not! Fear of blood, snakes, gophers, 

sirens, there is a job for you. The CERT mandate 

is safety, safety, safety, first for us, then those 

closest to us, then the broader community. CERT 

team members do not grab GO-BAGS and head to 

the scene. No one self deploys in an incident. To 

show up at an Incident Command Post, a road-

block, or any section during an emergency just 

doesn’t happen. This is something we learn in 

CERT. 

Throughout this year we are offering classes, in-

cluding an advanced CERT Academy where those 

of us who have completed basic CERT training can 

further hone our skills, and add to what we have 

already learned. This does not mean we learn 

lingo such as ―10-4, Big Buddy,‖ or any of that. 

CERT and all agencies for that matter, use com-

mon simple language when communicating during 

an incident. 

What will you learn in Basic CERT? The curriculum 

includes Disaster Preparedness, Fire Safety and 

Utility Controls, Disaster Medical Operations, Light 

Search and Rescue Operations, CERT Organiza-

tion, Disaster Psychology, and Terrorism . Along 

the way you will learn many valuable skills, includ-

ing what Shelter-in-Place means and how to do it, 

how to properly shut off your utilities in an emer-

gency, how to operate a fire extinguisher, how to 

identify which one will do the job, and so much 

more. The courses are interesting, stimulating, 

and taught by a team of true professionals. 

We are very fortunate to live in a city that recog-

nizes the importance of disaster coordination and 

has a designated Office of Emergency Services 

providing instruction throughout the year.   

Get involved.  Enroll. Learn. Here’s how: 

Contact the City’s Office of Emergency Services 

(OES) at (805) 564-5711. Classes are currently 

being scheduled for 2014 in both English and 

Spanish. The City’s OES will be scheduling and co-

ordinating Advanced CERT classes. Also, a new 

annual course is being offered to all County CERT 

Graduates. The CERT Academy will begin on 

Wednesday January 8, 2014 from 6:00 p.m. to 

8:30 p.m. The flyer for the CERT Academy can be 

found on the CERT Corp Facebook page 

at https://www.facebook.com/

CityofSBOES. You can also check that 

site for classes and information, gather-

ings, and items of interest happening 

throughout the County. 

The CERT Corner –CERTification 2014 
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Stella Larson, 

Mesa Resident 

January Disaster Quiz 
We’ve been talking about the rainy season and its effects 
throughout this edition. Now, let’s test your stats! 
 

1. The average year rainfall for Santa Barbara is: 
a.  13.4‖ 
b.  18.2‖ 
c.  22.5‖ 
 

2. Winter is SB’s wet season. What’s the month 
with a highest average rainfall? 
a. December 
b. January 
c. February 

3.  February 1998 is Santa Barbara’s wettest 

month recorded. How much did it rain? 
a.  About 15‖ 
b.  About 18‖ 
c.  About 22‖ 

 
4. The legendary, “Singin’ in the rain” received 

no Academy Awards. Still, a Golden Globe for 
supporting actor/actress was received by: 
a. Gene Kelly 
b. Fred Astaire 
c. Debbie Reynolds 

d. Donald O’Connor 
 1. b  2. b  3. c  4. d 

https://www.facebook.com/CERTSBCounty
https://www.facebook.com/CERTSBCounty


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 New Year’s 

Day! 
2 3 4 Trivia Day  

5 National 

Bird Day 

6 College Football 

Championship! 

7 8 CERT Academy: 

CERT Tools for 
Leadership Success 

 

9 10 11 

12 13 

 

14 Dress 

up your Pet 
Day 

15 16 17 18 National Pop 

Corn Day 

19 20 Martin 

Luther King Jr. 

Birthday 

21Hugging Day 22 23 24 Compliment 

Day 
25 

26 27 Chocolate 

Cake Day 
28 29 Puzzle Day 30 

 

31  
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Santa Barbara City Office 

of Emergency Services 
121 W. Carrillo Street 

Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

Phone: 805-564-5711 

Fax: 805-564-5730 

E-mail: PRomero@SantaBarbaraCA.gov  

City of Santa Barbara 

Upcoming Events 

We’re on the Web! 

www.santabarbaraca.gov/oes 

and 

 

Ingredients 

 
 1 15-oz can chili (without beans) 
 1 15-oz can diced potatoes 

 1/2 11-oz can Southwest blend 
corn (i.e., corn, red bell peppers, 
black beans) 

 1/2 7-oz can El Pato® tomato 
sauce 

 1 teaspoon cumin 

 1 tsp. taco seasoning 
 1 10-oz bag Fritos® corn chips 
 1 15-oz jar chili con 

queso dip (optional) 

Emergency Kit Recipes – 
”Have No Fear” Frito Pie 

Prep Time: 

5 min 

Total Time: 

10 min 

Recipe courtesy of www.emergencykitcookoff.org 

If you want to find more Emergency Recipes like this, Click here 

Do you have an Emergency Kit Recipe you want to share?  Maybe you have a healthy or crazy recipe 

or maybe you have a question about something.  We want to hear from you! Send us your recipes, 

or questions to PRomero@SantaBarbaraCa.gov 

Directions 

 
1. Empty the chili, corn, potatoes, 
tomato sauce, cumin and taco sea-

soning into a pot and cook over me-
dium heat. 
2. Empty chili con queso into a pot 

and cook over low heat (optional). 
3. Stir occasionally until heated 
throughout. 

4. Prepared serving bowls by placing 
a couple handfuls of Fritos® in each 
bowl. 
5. When chili is warm, spoon over 
Fritos®. Add chili con queso 
(optional) 

Starting this year, Get Ready Santa Barbara will bring you a vast array of recipes you 
can prepare right out of your Emergency Kit. You can practice anytime. You can rotate 
the food supply in your kit. Most of all, when the time comes, you’ll be recipe-ready! 

http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/depts/fire/oes/default.asp
https://www.facebook.com/CityofSBOES
http://www.emergencykitcookoff.org/
mailto:promero@santabarbaraca.gov

